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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research is to identify the role of agriculture in the economic development of Edo State: a case study of Oredo Local Government Area. Chapter one consists of the introduction aspect of the project. Chapter two comprises of the review of literature including the problem faced by the farmers of Oredo Local Government Area. Chapter three is the research methodology where data was obtained mainly from available published materials and this constitutes the secondary source data. The primary source includes the use of questionnaires administered to the farmers. Chapter four, the information collected were tabulated and analyzed. Finally some recommendations were made to the government for finding solutions to the problems facing agriculture in the economic development of Edo State. It is hoped that if the recommendation are properly implemented it will go along way in eliminating or reducing the problem facing agriculture in Edo State.   
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION

BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY 


From the immemorial, Oredo Local Government Area is mainly an old economy. Large number of people engages themselves in agriculture for food and income in other to increase their standard of living. Agricultural sector is the earliest occupation of the economy in the history of mankind. Therefore following the trace of the history of agriculture it is obvious that agriculture started from when man stung from place to place gathering ruffle and animals to satisfy his immediate needs. As at that time man had three (3) basic necessities in life, these are matter, air and food has to be provided by man himself. Man at first feed himself on edible roots, small animals which he caught later on, due to the advent of urbanization, man gradually learnt a primitive way of planting, cultivating and harvesting crops and rearing of animal for food as well as for hunger, for clothing and shelter.


Agriculture later developed to such on extent that the role cannot be over stressed from the rural way of farming, it move a step further to involve the use of agricultural mechanism. But it is natural that the people of Oredo Local government Area of Edo State still use primitive and crude implements for farming because of the protection of lack of capital, low level of education, lack of infrastructure and so on. Agricultural development in Oredo Local Government Area gives provides food for the over growing labour force, raw materials also provide income for people, it could noted that 75% of the population are engaged in agriculture and derives its income directly or indirectly from farm. Agriculture later developed to growing of food crop and cash crops such as cocoa, rubber, oil palm and food crops such as yam, corn, cassava, etc. this different types of occupation exist in Oredo Local Government Area these include trading, teaching, sports builders, but agriculture suppress them all. Before the discovery of crude oil agriculture contributed the lions share to Nigeria foreign exchange in 1960 the highest foreign exchange earning came from agriculture sector. 

During oil boom in 1974 the sector contribution depreciated to 27% and 18% respectively. Despite the billion of naira spent on operation feed the nation and the area revolution programme. Yet we still import food in spite of the amount invested on agriculture for the two periods. These happened due to the poor attitude towards farming.    
STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM  

So far, it is difficult to find a sector that is problem free. Hence, the agriculture sector cannot be expected from the economic role of Oredo Local Government Area of Edo State. Some of the problems include: 

i. Poor transportation, which affects the economic development in Oredo Local Government Area of Edo State. 

ii. The use crude implement in Oredo Local Government Area. 

iii. To analyze the economic role of agriculture in the economy of Oredo Local Government Area.

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY   

It is obvious that the significance of the study is to identify the role of agriculture in the economic development of Oredo Local Government Area and to find possible ways in increasing output and infrastructure that will facilitate the economic development of Oredo Local Government Area through agriculture.
SCOPE OF THE STUDY     

The study is only to some selected areas in Oredo Local Government Area, Edo State. 

i. Okhuesan 

ii. Udukpa 

iii. Ikeken 

iv. Ahia 

v. Eko 

This is to examine the meaning, type of agriculture, problems and solution of agriculture in the economic development of Oredo Local Government Area of Edo State. 

LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY       

This research work is not fully carried out as a result of: 
1. Lack of finance 

2. Inaccessibility of some of the area to be covered 

3. Insufficient materials to consult 

4. Insufficient time. 

CHAPTER TWO

LITERATURE REVIEW

THE MEANING OF AGRICULTURE 


Many authors have different view about the term agriculture of land. However, today, we use the term to refer to the cultivation of the soil, the production of crops and the raising of livestock, poultry and fish useful to human. U. X. or Huen et al (1999) see the term agriculture refers to the production of crops and animals for means use. Agriculture production involves series of activities, which include the cultivation of crops and rearing of animals and the preparation of their products into farms that could be used by man, preparation of products include processing packaging, storage marking etc of agricultural produce. 


Wibbery (1976) agriculture can be defined as the cultivation of land to provide plants and rearing of animals of direct value of man. 

TYPES OF AGRICULTURE 


According to S. A. Omoruyi et al (1999) there are two types of agriculture, they are as follows: 

i. Subsistence agriculture 
ii. Commercial agriculture 

Subsistence Agriculture: This is the type of agriculture, which is usually operated on a small piece of land. That is farming on a small scale. It is concerned with the provision of basic needs of these farming family farming activities are carried out without the use of machines rather crude implement are used. The farmers relies on, and operation with family labour. The total yield from the farm is usually low while there is little or no excess or surplus for sale or capital investment. 

This type of agriculture is most practiced by peasant farmers and cost of production is very low farming operation are usually accomplished with minimum application of agro chemical such as fertilizers herbicides pesticides etc the practices provides direct employment for the many people since machines are not used. It also leaves the environment free of pollution and there is less danger of environment degradation. 

Commercial Agriculture: this is the type of which involves the cultivate on of large hectare of land. That is farming on a large scale. Most of its operation are usually mechanized and yield is very high. Production is principally for commercial purposes. This type of farming is very expensive in terms of money, skilled labour and management. It is mostly practiced by very rich farmers.
ECONOMIC IMPORTANCE OF AGRICULTURE 

Agriculture or farming plays in very importance role in the economy development of Oredo Local Government Area of Edo State. The prosperity of the economy hand on the prosperity of agriculture and depressed farm land to over all depressed condition of the economy. Agriculture to J. A. Kwarten and M. J. Towler (1994) the following are some of the reason accounting for the importance of agriculture in Nigeria. Agriculture provides food perhaps the first word that comes to mind when we think about agriculture is food. This is not surprising as food is one of the basic essentials for our existence. We cannot survive without food and so much of our time is spend on producing, selling buying, preparing and consuming one type of food or another. 


S. A. Omoruyi et al (1999) said that agriculture and other agro-based industries provide employment opportunities for a greater percentage of the working population directly and indirectly. Though oil is another source of employment. It is true that the majority of the population is engage in agriculture activities. Agriculture has help to solve the problem of unemployment in the sense that the problem of unemployment in the sense that the availabilities of job for hungry people who not only reduce the unemployment but have also cause a strain on the housing situation and social services which produce problem for urban authorities. 

Agriculture provides foreign exchanges. Agriculture is important because it fulfills useful socio-economic and political countries only on agriculture exports for a large proportion of their foreign exchanges. Trade  between nations is important because it allows each country to produce and export those commodities it is best to produce most economically. In return foreign exchange generated through such sales may be used to import commodities not produced else here. This agriculture allows countries condition to become interdependent for their mutual benefit predominant among agriculture cash crops are cocoa, rubber, timber, hides are skin and palm produce. This was also true of Nigeria before the discovery of crude oil, while now contributes the greatest proportion of Nigeria foreign exchange earnings. However of Nigeria could be develop her agricultural product like rice, milk, sugar, and meat which could be imported into the country, then the rate of consumption will be high. 


Agriculture sector will be able to supply our import substation industries such as beet, beverages, and confectioneries. Agriculture provides income to farmers. Agriculture generates income for the farmer through the sale of crops and animal as well as produces from them, people whole work or being used as far labour, and then the market is very dependent on the wealth of the sector.

Provision of high standard of living in the agriculture sector provides income and employment to the majority people in the country in the same way in which with other sector. Agricultural sectors enable the per capital income of the people in the economic which will now lead to the high standard of living. 

Development of Rural Area: Agriculture development brings about the development of the rural area with increasing expansion of agricultural activities in farming commodities, various local and state government have rehabilitation provision of schools, market and electricity in such localities, this have reduction which associated with urbanization. 

PROBLEMS FACING AGRICULTURE IN EDO STATE        

Agriculture sector would have been performing maximally but for some constraints in the economy which tend to produce some obstacles to the development efforts, several writers on agriculture have in this respect highlighted and recognized some of the problems affecting agriculture to include the following. S. A. Omoruyi et al (1999) gave 

a. Land tenure system: Another problem facing agriculture is the land of inheritance and land system. Land ownership impose problem due to the system of land tenure. In many areas land fragmentation has occurred and preventing large farming and this hinders mechanization of farming and thus has bad influence on the agriculture development thought the ages. 

b. Transportation problem: Most rural areas or farming community are not easily accessible due to bad nature of roads leading to them in some cases road are completely absent, vehicles playing the road to farming communication are often united or not available at all cost of transportation is therefore very high. In addition, some farm produce cannot easily be transported to the markets or urban areas. 

c. The problem of finance: Credits are not easily available for most of the farmers because they cannot provide the collateral security institution demand. There is also the problem of high interest rates which the farmers cannot cope with. Sources of finance are not adequate while the farmer themselves are generally poor to raise fund through self-help. In addition there is the problem of loan diversion from agricultural production to other social use or non agricultural use. 

d. Poor farm tools: This traditional tools such as cutlass, hoe and axe used by farmers are grossly inefficient. These tools make farm work very tiring, while the size of land that can be cultivated with them is usually very small. 

Also, modern farm machines are either not available at all or inadequate in number in most farming communities. The use of farm machines will lead to the alteration of large in let area of land reduce the drudgery in farming. 
e. Natural factors: natural factors are also problems facing agriculture as postulated by Akinsami (1995) these includes both the climatic physical land biological factors. All these have influence on agriculture. Through earth quakes may occur which are beyond farmers control and because of this the motivation to do farm work will be problem. Insect, such as locust, worm, parasites and other disease also reduce agriculture productivity. 

f. Poor agriculture education tension services: Most farmers are not formally educated, taught or extension demonstration. Also extension workers are few and in majority of cases, they have no means of transport to ensure their regular visit to the farmers. In addition, most of the rural farmers themselves are not literate. This makes it difficult for them to understand adopt modern farming practices and ideas as well as making them conservative in nature. 

SOLUTIONS TO THE PROBLEM OF AGRICULTURE        


Measures to eliminate some of these problems on the development of the agricultural sector are to be incorporated in to the development plan of Nigeria state early plans, tends to have a bias towards industrial expansion but more recent plan have been shifted towards agriculture.

The 1975-1980 developments plan for example on the total of 2.2 billion was allocated for capital expenditure on agriculture, forestry and fishing. S. A. Omoruyi et al (1999) stated that through government practice virtually all other but most of them are to be adequately used as:  

a. Land – through enactment of workable land used decree of land use act whereby land is transferred from tradition communities to individuals through the government. There should also be adequate land to redistribute policy as well as proper land conservation management such as erosion control measures communal farm or farm settlement schemes should be set up by government. Government should also give loan/grant to enable individual acquire farmland. In addition, farmers should be encouraged to form cooperatives which crop rotation should be practiced as well. 

b. Transportation: The existing roads should be repaired and maintained by various tiers of government and the different communities, new road should be constructed to link more rural areas. These should be adequate maintenance improvement and utilization of all means of transportation in the country such as road, water and rail. 

c. Finance: Government should assist the farmers by granting them credit facilities. They should help to subsidies some aspects of agriculture such as tractors hiring and cost fertilizers. Government should also help to guarantee loans given to the farmers to remove the problems of collateral security interest on loan should be reduced while loans granted to farmers should made available to them on time. 

d. Farm tools: designing and production of appropriate machines to suit own localities which farmers can hire and use for cultivation on large scale. 

e. Natural man made hazards: effects should be made to prevent incident such as bush fire, oil spillage, erosion etc in all farming communities. 
f. Agricultural education extension: There should be more training and employment of extension to increase their numbers. Extension workers should be provided with transportation facilities and good accommodation within farming communities. In addition demonstration farmers or centers should be established in strategic locations. Faulty statutory corporations which should aim mainly at establishing price for both the producer and the consumer by the marketing board should be developed. 

CHAPTER THREE
METHODOLOGY
DESIGN OF THE STUDY 


This project was designed to find out the vole of agriculture in the economic development of Oredo local government area of Edo state and to analyses its important to the citizens. This chapter is mostly concerned with the methodology and procedures use in conducting the research the investigation technique to be obtained information is the questionnaire method. It is therefore chosen by the researcher become it provide an avenue for each and unambiguous respondents as well as tabulation and interpretation of data analysis researcher. 

2.3   POPULATION OF THE STUDY 

The population from which the study will be draw for this research comprise of farm in Oredo local government area of Edo state, but because of some constrain such as finance time and materials, it becomes impossible to do that, it is therefore necessary to pick a sample for the study. 

3.3 SAMPLE OF THE STUDY 

A sample of fire towns was randomly selected this was made up of 100 questionnaire. 

3.4 DESCRIPTION OF INSTRUMENT 

To adequately investigate the hypothesis a questionnaire and interview was used. The questionnaires were for the male and female farmers. 

A total of 100 farmers from five town sample for this study were involved in the exercise and sixteen questions were on the questionnaire.  
3.5
ADMINISTRATION OF INSTRUMENT             
The research intends to adapt to simple percentages that involves filling of responses and collection of data. These responses will be filled by the frequencies computed. Finally sample percentages will be used for computations. 

CHAPTER FOUR
DATA ANALYSIS AND RESULT


These chapter deals with analysis of data and the findings on the study as presented below: 

Table 1: 

Question – sex 

Distribution of respondents according to sex. 

	sex 
	no of respondents 
	% total 

	Male 
	61
	61

	Female 
	39
	39

	Total 
	100
	100



The table above shows the distribution of a hundred questionnaire to one hundred respondents according to sex. From the findings carried out the number of the male respondents are sixty one representing 61% while the female respondents are thirty nine representing 39% one can verify the facts that the people are mostly male farmers. 
Table II

Question – occupation 

Distribution of respondents according to occupation. 
	occupation  
	no of respondents 
	% total 

	Full farmers 
	70
	70

	Part time farmers 
	30
	30

	Total 
	100
	100



From the above seventy respondents are full time farmers representing 70% while thirty respondents are part time farmers representing 30% out of the hundred respondents. This shows that the people are predominately full farmers. 

Table III

Question: what group of crops do you produce? 

Distribution of respondents according to group of crops produced. 

	group of crops produced 
	no of respondents 
	% total 

	Cash crops 
	15
	15

	Food crops 
	85
	85

	Total 
	100
	100


 
The table III shows the group of crops produced out of hundred respondents fifteen respondents representing 15% produced cash crops while eighty five respondents representing 85% produced food crops. Therefore, one can believed that the people of Oredo Local Government Area produced mostly food crops. 

Table IV

Question: what methods of farming do you use in distributing of respondents according to method of farming? 

	method of farming  
	no of respondents 
	% total 

	Mechanized 
	5
	5

	Manual 
	85
	85

	Both 
	10
	10

	Total 
	100
	100



The table above shows the distribution of one hundred questionnaires to one hundred respondents according to method of farming from the finding and analysis carried out, five respondents representing 5% out of one hundred respondents used mechanized farming, those who use manual system of farming were eighty five representing 85% while ten respondents representing 10% see that they use both from the state the practice manual farming. 
Table V

Question: Do you use fertilizers pesticides in your farm, distribution of respondents according to use of fertilizers. 

	use of fertilizers 
	no of respondents 
	% total 

	Yes 
	35
	35

	No 
	65
	65

	Total 
	100
	100


The table above shows the distribution of one hundred questionnaires to one hundred respondents according to use of fertilizers from the findings and analysis thirty five respondents, representing 35% say yes and 65% respondents representing 65% say no from the analysis it is clear that fertilizers are not mostly used by farmers in Oredo Local Government Area of Edo State. 
Table IV  
Question: How long is your farm? 

Distribution of respondents according to size of farmland. 

	size of farmland 
	no of respondents 
	% total 

	Less than 56 hectare 
	20
	20

	6-10 hectare 
	40
	40

	11-12 hectare 
	30
	30

	More than 20 hectare 
	10
	10

	Total 
	100
	100


 
The table above indicate the distribution of respondents according to size of farmland. From the findings and analysis carried out in this section, one can say that out of one hundred respondents, twenty respondents represent 20 uses less than 5 hectares of farmland forty respondents representing 40 uses 6-10 hectare thirty respondents representing 30% use 11-20 hectare while ten respondents representing 10% uses more than 20 hectare of farmland. This therefore shows that 6-10 hectares of farmland are used by the farmer in Oredo Local Government of Edo State.  
Table VII 
Question: Do you farm for subsistence or for commercial purpose or both. 

Distribution of respondents according to purpose of farming the table above represent the purpose of farming the result. From the table reveals that out of one hundred people selected forty respondents representing 40% practice subsistence farming twenty respondents representing 20% practices, commercial farming. This therefore indicate those who practice both subsistence farming and both where more in number. 
	purpose of farming 
	no of respondents 
	% total 

	Subsistence 
	40
	40

	Commercial 
	20
	20

	Both
	20
	20

	Total 
	100
	100


Table VIII
Question: Where do you get most of the food stuffs consumed by you and your farming from? 

Distribution of respondents according to source of food.
	source of food 
	no of respondents 
	% total 

	From your farm 
	80
	80

	Product 
	-
	-

	From market 
	20
	20

	Total 
	100
	100



The table above shows the source of food out of one hundred eighty respondents representing 20% got their food from the market. From the analysis carried out the table indicate that the people of Oredo Local Government Area got their source of food from the farm.
Table IX

Question: Do you employ other people (laborers) to work in your farm? 

Distribution of respondents according to use of laborers 

	use of laborers  
	no of respondents 
	% total 

	Employ other people 
	60
	60

	Personal 
	40
	40

	Total 
	100
	100



The table above shows the use of laborers out of one hundred respondents, sixty respondents representing 60% employ other people while 40 respondents representing 40% do not employ other laborers this implies that the people of Oredo Local government Area of Edo State employ laborers to work in their farm. 

Table x

Question: Where do you get most of your income from? 

	source of income  
	no of respondents 
	% total 

	From farm products 
	90
	90

	Fro other sources 
	10
	10

	Total 
	100
	100


  
This table above indicates in these section carried out the distribution of respondents according to source of the people selected are one hundred and out of one hundred they got their income from the farm products while to respondents representing 10% says that they got their income from their sources. From the findings and analysis carried out one can be that the people of Oredo Local Government Area of Edo State got most of their income from farm products, 

Table XII the next table cover questions 12, 13, 14, 15 and question 12: Can your product be used to produce other items? 

Question 13: Do you sell your products to people outside Oredo local government area of Edo State. 

Question 14: Do you pay tax levy or fine to the government as a result of your agricultural activities? 

Question 15: Has there been any project sited in this area as your agricultural activities? 
Question 16: Do you derive any personal satisfaction (apart from money) from agricultural activities.
Distribution of respondents according to the sale of products, payments of tax, project sited in Oredo local government area due to agricultural activities. 
	
	yes No of respondents 
	%
	no of respondents 
	%

	Use of product to produce other items 
	90
	90
	10
	10

	Sales of product outside 
	75
	75
	25
	25

	Payment of tax or levy, fine due to agric activities 
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Project sited due to agricultural activities 
	45
	45
	55
	55

	Personal satisfaction from agric activities 
	90
	90
	10
	10


 
The table above represent five questions. The findings and analysis are presented below: In question 12 ninety respondents said yes representing 90% of and ten respondents said no representing 10% from 90% respondents that said yes, one can therefore conclude that agricultural product can be used to produce others. In question 13 seventy five respondents said yes representing 45% and twenty five respondents said no representing 25% then one can believe that there are sales of product outside the area. 


In question 14, seventy respondents representing 75% say yes and 25 respondents says no representing 25% from this analysis, it is clear that the people pay tax or levy or fine to the government due to agricultural activities. 

In question 15 forty five respondents representing 555 said no this means that the project sited are few. In question 16 ninety respondents representing 90% yes and ten respondents representing 10% said no from the contribute to the personal satisfaction of the people of Oredo local government area of Edo State. 

CHAPTER FIVE

SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS


The reasons of this study were to find out the role of agriculture in the economic development of Oredo Local Government Area of Edo State. One hundred farmers were selected randomly from five towns in Oredo Local Government Area of Edo State and with the questionnaires were recovered. Below are the findings of the study: 
1. Agriculture in Oredo Local Government Area is mostly practiced by male farmers and they produce mostly food crops. The means of farming used is manual 6-10 hectares of farm land are used and also they practice subsistence farming. It is a source of income to the people and the government. The income comes from sales of farm products and payment of tax. It also provides a vegetable source of food for the people. 
2. it was also observed that a lot of problems are still confronting agriculture such as lack of capital, improper use of fertilizer pesticide, insecticide inadequate credit facilities, lack of infrastructure and shortage of farm implement and so forth. 

3. That in the 1960 Nigeria mainly depend on agricultural export products for foreign exchange earning but by 1970 there was a turn of events as the oil industry accounted for a large proportion of the total receipts. 

4. That Nigeria government does not encourage agricultural productivity and initiated are always frustrated with lack of capital to execute them.
5. There is a drain of capable hands to the urban centers in search of white collar jobs. 

6. That government has taken some steps in order to bring agriculture to its original prime position in 1960. 

CONCLUSION 

It was shown that neglect of agriculture has an adverse effect on the economic development of Oredo Local Government Area. It is a well known fact that the much talk about oil boom is not a very reliable source of income to the economy since the oil market is not stable. The Nigeria economy due to this instability, there is therefore, the need to go back to agriculture as a means of generating wealth to better our economy. The need for commercial and large scale production has increase in order to restore our economy therefore; the technology mean is that we are aware, that a number of problems seem to harm high agricultural products. 


It could be noticed that agricultural and food production constitutes a long business venture. Agriculture in time has provided to have great potentials for profit making. A lot of industries are springing up these days which depends on agricultural products as the source of raw materials in the past, this nation has live source of raw achieved a measure of status in the community of nation as an agrarian economy.

RECOMMENDATIONS 


In view of the foregoing and other problems highlighted in this study, the following recommendations were hereby made: 


The government should encourage the farmers to farm cooperative societies farmers should be educated on the proper use of chemicals fertilizers and so on, to crops in the farm, ways of using the insecticide so on should be included in farmers in order to make life worth  living in the villages the government should provide infrastructure such as pipe borne water, electricity, good roads, and so forth and distribute agricultural products to correct rural urban thrift. 


Agricultural equipment at affordable prices the public enlightenment campaign of the banks should be intensified to keep local farmers aware of the activities and other current development in the agricultural sector and to reduce the belief of the present farmers that the loans meant for the well to do in the society.


The local government authorities should reduce the tight rigidly before getting credit facilities. Efforts should be made to see that beneficiaries make proper usage of the funds given to them. There should be a representation of the interest of small scale farmer on the board of directors. Since these bodies form highest policy making organs of the bank of the farming population. This study therefore advocates that small scale farmers should have a say in the policy making function of the bank particularly in agriculture and cooperative banks.    
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QUESTIONNAIRES


The role of agriculture in economic development of Edo State: A case study of Oredo Local Government Area. 

The purpose of this questionnaire is to seek your opinion on the role of agriculture in economic development of your area. Please answer the following questions frankly by ticking the appropriate box(s). 

1. Sex: male (  ) Female (   ) 
2. Occupation: farming (   ) civil servant (   ) private (   ) business (   ) others specify (   ) 

3. What group of crops do you produce? Cash crops (   ) food crops (   ) both (   ) 

4. What method of farming do you use? Mechanized (   ) manual (   ) both (   ) 

5. Do you use fertilizers, pesticides etc in your farm? Yes (   ) No (   )

6.  How large is your farm? Less than 5 hectares (   ) 6-10 hectares (   ) 11-20 hectares (   ) more than 20 hectares (   ) 
7. Where do you get most of the food stuff consumed by you and your family from? Your (   ) the market (   ) 

8. Do you farm subsistence (   ) for commercial purpose or both (  )
9. Do you employ other people (laborers) to work in your farm? Yes (   ) No (   )

10. Where do you get most of your income from? From sales of your products (  ) or from other source (   ) 

11. Can your product be used to produced other items? Yes (   ) No (   )

12. Do you sell your products to people outside this are? Yes (   ) No (   )

13. Do you pay tax levy or fine to government as a result of your agricultural activities? Yes (   ) No (   )

14. Do you derive any personal satisfaction (apart from money) from your agricultural activities? Yes (   ) No (   )
15. Which other area do you feel agriculture contribute to the economic development of this area (please list). 
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